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   OF INTEREST 

¶ Primary Election Held for 

KBIC  

¶ KBIC Holds Veteran Day Cere-

mony 

¶ KBIC Youth Halloween Parties 

Held 

¶ Toys For Tots Donations 

¶ Beautifying Our Powwow 

Grounds 

¶ Criminal Report  

¶ Deepest Sympathy 

¶ Ojibwemowin 

(1) Bezhig  

PRIMARY ELECTIONS HELD AT  
KEWEENAW BAY INDIAN COMMUNITY 

     Voters from the Keweenaw Bay Indian 
Community cast their ballots at the No-
vember 2, 2019, Primary Election.  Their 
votes advanced nine Tribal Council candi-
dates and two Associate Judge candidates 
to the Tribeôs General Election.  Baraga 
District Precinct was held at the Ojibwa 
Senior Center, and LôAnse District Precinct 
was located at the Zeba Community Hall.  
Voters cast ballots for two individuals for 
Tribal Council in their district and one indi-
vidual for Associate Judge.  Votes allowed 

Voters in the Baraga District registering with Election Workers.  

Picture by Lauri Denomie. 

Baraga District results:  

Rodney Loonsfoot (Inc.) 133 votes; 
Agatha M. Cardinal 23 votes; 
Donald L. Chosa, Jr. 78 votes; 
Larry Denomie III 40 votes; 
Gerald H. Friisvall 11 votes; 
Michael P. Lahti 79 votes; 
Carole L. LaPointe 53 votes; 
Jerry Magnant ñMayoò 42 votes; 
Don Messer, Jr. 53 votes; 
Debra Picciano 25 votes; 
Jacqueline Swartz 10 votes; 
Dianne M. Waara 42 votes. 

LôAnse District results:  
Gary Loonsfoot, Jr. (Inc.) 50 votes; 
Joseph Dowd 29 votes; 
Eddy Edwards 66 votes; 
Lyndon Ekdhal 15 votes; 
Dylan Friisvall 9 votes; 
David Haataja 26 votes; 
Jean Jokinen 40 votes; 
Jennifer Misegan 56 votes; 
Evelyn Ravindran 33 votes. 

Associate Judge results:  
Violet M. Friisvall Ayres (Inc.) 233 
votes; 
Tyler Larson 206 votes; 
Corey P. Pietila 31 votes. 

the top four vote recipients in the LôAnse 
District, and top five vote recipients in the 
Baraga District to advance for Tribal Coun-
cil Election.  There was a tie for fourth 
place in the Baraga District, so five candi-
dates proceed to the General Election.  
The top two candidates for Associate 
Judge advanced to General Election.  The 
General Election will be held on Saturday, 
December 14, 2019.  Primary Election Re-
sults are as follows: 

KEWEENAW BAY INDIAN COMMUNITY 
Registered Voters 

 Tribal CouncilðLôAnse District 
Gary Loonsfoot, Jr. (Inc.)  

Eddy Edwards 
Jean Jokinen 

Jennifer Misegan 

Associate Judge 

Violet M. Friisvall Ayres (Inc.)  
Tyler Larson  

Proposal 1 ð Do you support voting by any 

member who lives off of the reservation?  

Proposal 2 ð Would you support term limits 

for all tribal council members?  

 

The General Election will be held on Saturday, 
December 14, 2019.   

Voters residing in the Baraga District will vote 
at the Ojibwa Senior Citizens Center.  Voters 
residing in the LôAnse District will vote at the 
Zeba Community Hall.  Polls will be open from 

10:00 a.m. until 6:00 p.m. 

Tribal CouncilðBaraga District 
Rodney Loonsfoot (Inc.) 

Donald L. Chosa, Jr.  
Michael P. Lahti  

Carole L. LaPointe 
Don Messer, Jr. 

ONLY REGISTERED VOTERS WILL BE PERMITTED TO VOTE  (Per Election Ordinance). 

 



 

 

(2) Niizh  

2020 KBIC FORESTRY  
SCHOLARSHIP  
APPLICATIONS  

AVAILABLE 

The KBIC Education Department an-
nounces the availability of the 2020 
KBIC Forestry Scholarship application. 
The Keweenaw Bay Indian Community 
has a vital interest in the preservation of 
the land and forests on and near the 
reservation.  The Tribal Council has ap-
proved one scholarship for a college 
student pursuing a Forestry degree.  
The scholarship amount is $2,500 for 
the 2020 winter/spring semester.   Ap-

plicants must meet the following criteria: 

¶ Enrolled Tribal member; 

¶ Resident of Michigan, Wisconsin, or 
Minnesota; 

¶ Attending an accredited college/
university in Michigan, Wisconsin, or 
Minnesota; 

¶ Enrolled as a full-time student; 

¶ Pursuing a Bachelorôs degree in For-
estry documented by their college. 

Eligible students must complete an ap-
plication, submit an essay detailing their 
interest in their chosen field, and submit 
a copy of their official transcripts (high 
school or college). 

For more information and to request an 
application, contact Amy St. Arnold, 
Education Director, at 906-353-4117 or 
at amy@kbic-nsn.gov.  The application 
deadline is January 3, 2020, at 4 p.m. 

Dear Tribal Voter: 

     On December 14, 2019, voters will 
be asked two questions on the ballot.  
The first is ñDo you support voting by 
any member who lives off of the reser-
vation?  Yes or No?ò and the second is 
ñWould you support term limits for all 
tribal council members?  Yes or No?ò  
Both of these questions would call for a 
change in the current Constitution since 
the Constitution sets the eligibility of vot-
ers and Tribal Council.  If the first ques-
tion passes, it would require an amend-
ment of Article IV, Section 6 of the Con-

stitution, which states: 

Any member of the Keweenaw Bay 
Indian Community who is eighteen 
years of age or over and maintains 
residence on the reservation shall be 
entitled to vote in the district in which 

he or she resides. 

     If the second question passes, it 
would require an amendment to Article 
IV, Section 7 of the Constitution, which 

currently states: 

Any enrolled member of the Ke-
weenaw Bay Indian Community, 
twenty-five years of age or over and 
who is at least one-fourth degree In-
dian blood and shall have resided 
within the district from which elected 
for at least one year immediately pre-
ceding this nomination, shall be eligi-

ble for election to the Tribal Council. 

     In order to amend the Constitution, a 
Constitutional Convention would be held 
to determine the extent and wording of 

the amendment.  For instance, if the first 
question were to pass, a Constitutional 
Convention would be held to determine 
which areas of off reservation voting 
should  be extended, whether it be de-
termined by county, state, region, coun-
try, or any other geographic area.  In the 
past, the Convention has relied on the 
democratic process to determine what 
the proposed  amendment could be.  
Once language is agreed upon at the 
Convention by a majority of those pre-
sent at the Convention, the proposed 
amendment would come back to Tribal 
Council for a vote on a resolution to call 
for a Secretarial Election.  If this resolu-
tion passes, the Bureau of Indian Affairs 
will set up a Secretarial Election.  At the 
Secretarial Election, eligible voters can 
vote on whether to pass the proposed 
constitutional amendment.  The Consti-
tution may be amended if at least 30% 
of the Members eligible to vote, vote in 
the Secretarial Election, if the amend-
ment is approved by a majority of those 
voters, and if the Secretary of Interior 
approves the amendment.   
     If the majority of the voters vote ñyesò 
on either of these questions at the elec-
tion on December 14, 2019, it would sig-
nify to Council that the voters wish to 
hold a Constitutional Convention on the 
respective question.  Approval of either 
of these questions on December 14, 
2019, does not change the Constitution 
or the law, and it will not change the cur-
rent procedure.   

Sincerely, 
Tribal Council 

 

     A Flag Raising Ceremony was held on Veteranôs Day at 
the Keweenaw Bay Indian Community Tribal Center grounds.  
The KBIC Tribal Veterans Wiikwedong Ogichidaa Society 
Honor Guard proudly participated in the Flag Raising Cere-
mony on Veteranôs Day, November 11, 2019.  Many commu-
nity members braved the brisk cold wind to attend the event.  
Kevin Carlisle, KBICôs Assistant Tribal Prosecutor, was cho-
sen as this yearôs guest speaker.  Woodland Singers provided 

KEWEENAW BAY INDIAN COMMUNITY HOLDS VETERAN DAY CEREMONY 

the Honor Song.  The Keweenaw Bay Indian Community 
sponsored the event and held a lunch afterward to say thank 
you to all Veterans.  The Community was invited to attend the 
luncheon for a $5.00 donation.  All donations were designated 
to Toys For Tots.  The luncheon was organized by KBIC Tribal 
Members: Kim Klopstein, Debbie Picciano, and Tina Owens.    

~ Submitted by Lauri Denomie      

Picture by Lauri Denomie. 

To place an ad, submit an article, or 
relate information, ideas, or possible 
articles contact:  Lauri Denomie at 
(906) 201-0263, or e-mail: 

newsletter@kbic-nsn.gov. 

mailto:amy@kbic-nsn.gov


 

 

(3) Niswi  

Beautifying Our Powwow GroundsðAstonishing Statues 
     The Keweenaw Bay Indian Commu-
nityôs Powwow Grounds are sacred, and 
our Community is very proud of them.   It 
is our responsibility to ensure that the 
natural beauty is preserved and pro-
tected for many years to come.  Protec-
tion of our sacred, cultural, and historical 
Powwow Grounds have always been a 
goal and a high priority of our Commu-
nity.   
     Grant Funding from Phase Threeð
Protecting Our Places made it possible 
to hire local Artisan and Contractor, Rich 
Pethtel, who owns Presence Chainsaw 
Sculpture, a business in Chassell, Michi-
gan.  Rich (shown in the pictures) made 
three visually stunning and culturally 
relevant benches to match the previous 
arbor and emcee booth carvings at our 
Powwow Grounds.  A sign was also 
carved and will be placed at the entrance 
leading into the Powwow Grounds this 
spring. 
     The Community plans to continue 
with the project and add additional 
carved benches to be placed on the op-
posite side of the area.  Make sure to 
stop by this coming spring and check out 
the improvements.  

~ Submitted by Lauri Denomie. 

Picture by Lauri Denomie. 

Picture by Lauri Denomie. 

Picture by Lauri Denomie. 

Picture by Lauri Denomie. 

Picture by Lauri Denomie. 

Those lips though... 

On December 14, Vote for dedication,  

experience, stability, education,  

and impartiality. 

VIOLET M. FRIISVALL 

AYRES 
Associate Judge 

Paid political ad 

     The KBIC Tribal Council has graciously donated 
$5000 for Baraga County Toys For Tots Program.  Ad-
ditionally the Ojibwa Casino offered a free lunch to all 
veterans on Veterans Day and invited the Community 
to participate with a $5.00 lunch donation.  All pro-
ceeds from the Veteransô lunch were donated to Toys 
for Tots.  
     Rodney Loonsfoot is Baraga County Toys for Tots 
Coordinator.  All Baraga County Residents in need are 
eligible.  Please contact DHS for applications.   

KEWEENAW BAY INDIAN COMMUNITY  
DONATES FOR TOYS FOR TOTS 

Paid political ad 



 

 

(4) Niiwin  

KBIC YOUTH CELEBRATE HALLOWEEN 
     Keweenaw Bay Indian Community Youth 
Programs held their annual Youth Halloween 
Parties on Saturday, October 26, 2019, at 
the Marquette Community Center in Harvey, 
Michigan, and on Sunday, October 27, 2019, 
at the Niiwin Akeaa Facility in Baraga, Michi-
gan.  KBIC Youth and their families partici-
pated in a number of games for great prizes, 
took a horse-drawn wagon ride, and enjoyed 
pizza, veggie trays, fruit trays, and desserts.  
Judging for best costume prizes were held, 
and all children left the events with a number 
of prizes and a huge bag of candy.    

~ By Lauri Denomie, Newsletter Editor. 

Harvey, Michigan ð (left to right) 1st place pair: 
(parent) Ever Emery, GraciAnna Swartz; 2nd 
place pair:  Alexis Smith-Scholfield; Kohloe 
Scholfield; 3rd place: Hunter Verboczki. 

Harvey, Michigan ð (above) group photo, (below) game fun. 

Baraga, Michigan ð (left to right) 0-3 ages, 1st 
place: Briella Kyllonen, 2nd place: Dalyla Fran-
cois, 3rd place: Bohdi Denomie. 

Baraga, Michigan ð (left to right) 4-8 ages, 1st 
place: Xander Seppanen, 2nd place: Dalyanna 
Connor, 3rd place: Madison Chaudier. 

Baraga, Michigan ð (left to right) 9-12 ages, 1st 
place: Breyelle Bowers, 2nd place: Devin Con-
nor, 3rd place: Jadyn Chaudier. 

Baraga, Michigan ð (left to right) 13-17 ages, 
1st place: Deija Dakota, 2nd place: Sara Dakota, 
3rd place: Kolyn Sweeney. 

Baraga, Michigan ð (all picture below) game 

Picture by Lauri Denomie. 
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